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THE GIN GAME

FILER shuffles the cards. )

YORgnow, I've been thinking more andgffbre lately
aboulNygy father. Now there was agn who never
settled foRggecker-playing in the pgK. After he retired,
he still went e office evergfiorning until the day
he died at the ag®gf eighty-gfce. OF course, he owned
his own company sOge gffild do that. Thank God he
had better luck with hisiness partners than I did.

FONSIA. Did you have baffluck

WELLER. (dealing) O one. Twowo. Three, three. Four,
four. Five, fivgsix, six. Seve¥ seven. Eight, eight.
Nine, nine. g¥n, ten. Eleven,

(During 2 deal, a choir begins sir¥gng in the next
room. ) :

Ll the hell are they doing in there nd
hey pick up their cards.)

WELLER, I don't understand all this “entertainment.”

FONSLA. That’s a group of singers from the Grace
Avenue Methodist Charch choir. Some of them sang
professionally.

{(They begin to play.)

WELLER. I don’t mean who is singing. I'm talking about
this constani need to entertain us. Sometimes I get
the idea that they feel like if they don’t have a choir
up there, or if they don’t have a goddamn magician
up there doing tricks or something, then we're alil
going to drop dead right in front of their eves. En
masse. Then they’re going to feel guilty as all hell,
because deep down, they know that the Grace Avenue
Methodist Church choir could’ve kept us alive—at
least for another night.

FONSIA. I thought the magician was pretty good.

WELLER. He poured milked all over the floor.
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FONSIA. He made it disappear. I know it was a trick. But
when he poured it in the newspaper it did disappear.

WELLER. It went all over the floor. I was in the front row,
1 saw it.

FONSIA, Well...you couldn’t see it from three or four rows
back.

WELLER. That’s why magicians like to play old age homes.
Half the audience is shaking so goddamn bad they
can’t focus, and the other half’s asleep. (beat) I'd better
pay attention to what I'm doing here.

ONSIA. They have dance lessons every Monday night afteg
dinner.
WIRLER. Yeah, that’s great too, isn’t it? Dance lcgfns in
ace where half the people can’t even gl out of a
cha

FONSIA. ] Mg to love to dance. (beat) g you ever dance?

WELLER. Of cQqrse T did. At one tigglP! was known as a very
fine dancerNgs a matter of

FONSIA. They playgne song @t I just love.

WELLER. [ hope it's Rt thgfime one they play all the time.
It must be the O ong they have. I get so sick of
hearing it I closggfMdoor.

(FONSIA drawgl card [Rgn the stack.)

FONSIA. But thgt’s one parfQat’s just so beautiful.

WELLER. Gigfme big band m€Ngic. Now that’s something
you cyfff dance to.

FONSIA. M, I love that too. Mayh®
(FQINSIA discards.)

WELIJR. You'd never catch me in §@ere. Not with that
nch of amateurs. Shuffling arould. ..

(WELLER draws a card and deliberates iRgensely over his
discard.)

ER. Now what are you looking for?...
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